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GCSE Options at
Boundary Oak School
This booklet has been prepared to provide information for
our pupils and their parents about the curriculum offered in
Years 10 and 11. It will help you make decisions concerning
subject choices for these years.
The aim of this choice is to allow you to concentrate on
your particular strengths by following those subjects which
may be most appropriate in preparing you to take your
place in society and the world of work, as well as helping
you to develop as an individual.
The decisions you make will be of great importance and
certain principles should be borne in mind when making
them. The aim should be for a balanced selection so that
career options can be kept open as long as possible and
the choice of subjects should allow enough flexibility for a
number of career alternatives. If you have clear intentions
concerning further and higher education or particular
careers, then entrance requirements and qualifications need
to be considered carefully.
The right choice of subjects for Years 10 and 11 depends on
you being receptive to the advice and guidance offered at
Boundary Oak. You will have the opportunity to hear from
subject teachers and Heads of Faculty about the courses on
offer during your normal classes and at Options Evening.
The latter is an opportunity to ask all questions that remain
unanswered about a particular course.
In addition, you should consult your own Form Tutors, the
Academic Deputy Head, Mrs Savage and, in cases where
there might be concern over progression to a chosen career,
Mr Speirs, who coordinates our Careers Education and
Guidance.

3

We will initially be placing the optional subjects into specific blocks,
but will ask you to choose the subjects you wish to study and then we
aim to build the final blocks around your choices. We aim to give as
many pupils as possible their first choice of subjects but this may not
always be possible. If there is an option that is not in a block, but there
is sufficient interest in it, we will do our utmost to facilitate this. Any
changes to your initial choices will be through consultation with you
and your parents.
It must be emphasised to Year 9 pupils and their parents that once a
pupil has embarked on a GCSE subject at the beginning of Year 10, he
or she is expected to complete it. It is therefore very important for each
pupil to be following courses which are within his or her capabilities.
Despite this, each year a certain number of pupils are encouraged by
their parents to take subjects that soon become too difficult for them,
and from which they wish to withdraw. Please consider this point
seriously when making your choices taking account of the advice given
by our experienced teaching staff.
Programme of Study

In Years 10 and 11, pupils follow a two-year programme of study
leading to GCSE or IGCSE examinations. The programme has two
elements: CORE subjects and OPTIONAL subjects. All students follow
a course in all the core subjects (leading to 5 GCSEs or 6 with triple
Science). These are complemented by 3 or more optional subjects all
leading to GCSE or IGCSE. Having a choice of at least 3 options offers
the opportunity to design an individual learning programme within
certain principles. These principles are to ensure there is breadth and
balance in the range of subjects you choose. Where necessary, pupils
will be offered core or learning support as an option to maximize their
average GCSE grade, which is what Universities focus on. This means
most students will take between 8-10 GCSEs. Depending on the subject
and the pupil there could also be the opportunity to study further
GCSEs in co-curricular time.
The CORE subjects are: English Language, English Literature,
Mathematics, Double Science (leading to Triple Science for some).
In addition, other compulsory elements include:
Games, ICT, PSHE, Careers guidance.
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The OPTIONAL subjects are:
Art & Design
Astronomy
Business Studies
Citizenship
Computer Science
Drama
Food & Nutrition
Design &
Technology

Sports Science
Photography
Psychology
Religious Studies
Spanish

Economics
French
Geography
German
History
ICT
Mandarin
Music

Principles of Choice

To ensure you have a balanced curriculum and the chance to develop a
range of skills within your programme of study, whilst at the same time
recognising your individual strengths, Boundary Oak has established
the following guidelines:
• It is advised that pupils study at least one modern foreign
language; and some pupils may well want to take two where the
options allow.
• Pupils should consider studying a Humanities subject: History,
Geography, Psychology, Religious Studies or Business Studies.
• Pupils should consider studying a Creative based subject that
includes Art, Drama, DT or Music or a combination of these.
Other choices should be made to reflect a range of skills and
enjoyment.
Procedure

Use a logical, thoughtful approach to make your choices…
• Gather all the information you need from your Subject Teachers.
• Think about your own strengths and interests.
• Consider whether there are particular career areas in which you
may be interested and which might need particular subjects.
• Try to show as much as you can about yourself in the range of
choices you make.
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English Language
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study English?

Assessment Details

English is a compulsory subject, which
means everyone must study it at GCSE level.
The main reason for this is that English is
essential in today’s world. No matter which
future pathway you take, there will be an
expectation that you are a confident and
competent user of the language.

Component 1: Non-fiction and Transactional
Writing
EXAM

Weighting
60%

2 hours, 15 minutes
90 marks
Externally assessed
Content overview
• Study a range of 20th- and 21st-century
non-fiction texts (including literary nonfiction).
• Develop skills to analyse, evaluate and
compare non-fiction extracts.
• Develop transactional writing skills
for a variety of forms, purposes and
audiences.
• Use spelling, punctuation and grammar
accurately.

Course Overview
Pupils will use an anthology that comprises a
wide range of non-fiction and fiction essays,
extracts and poems to help develop their
analytical skills. Pupils will also develop their
own writing skills, practising both creative
and transactional writing.

Assessment overview
• Section A – Reading: questions on two
extracts, one from the anthology and one
unseen.
• Section B – Writing: a choice of two
transactional writing tasks.

The aims and objectives of IGCSE English
Language are to enable pupils to:
• Read a wide range of texts fluently and
with good understanding.
• Read critically and use knowledge
gained from wide reading to inform and
improve their own writing.
• Write effectively and coherently using
Standard English appropriately.
• Use grammar correctly, punctuate and
spell accurately.
• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary
alongside knowledge and understanding
of grammatical terminology, and
linguistic conventions for reading, writing
and spoken language.

Component 2: Fiction and Imaginative Writing
Coursework
60 marks
Internally assessed
Content overview
Study selections from a range of prose fiction.
• Study a range of prose and poetry texts
from the anthology.
• Develop imaginative writing skills to
engage the reader.
• Use spelling, punctuation and grammar
accurately.
Assessment overview
• Section A - Essay on two texts from the
anthology.
• Section B - Imaginative writing

6

Weighting
40%

www.boundaryoakschool.co.uk

English Literature
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Course Overview

Assessment Details

Pupils will study a wide range of texts:

Paper 1: Poetry and Prose

Weighting

•

Written examination paper

60%

•

•

•

Modern prose (such as Of Mice and Men
or To Kill A Mockingbird).
Poetry (taken from an anthology which
ranges from William Blake to Carol Ann
Duffy).
Modern drama (such as An Inspector
Calls or The Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-time).
Literary heritage text (such as Romeo
and Juliet, Macbeth or Pride and
Prejudice).

2 hours
90 marks
Externally assessed
Content overview
• Modern Prose
• Poetry
Assessment overview
• Section A - Analysis on unseen poetry.
• Section B - Anthology poetry: comparing
two poems.
• Section C - A choice of 2 essay questions
on the modern prose text.

The aims and objectives of English Literature
are to enable pupils to:
• Read a wide range of classic and
modern literature fluently and with good
understanding, and make connections
across their reading.
• Read in depth, critically and evaluate, so
that they are able to discuss and explain
their understanding and ideas.
• Develop the habit of reading widely and
often appreciate the depth and power of
the English literary heritage.
• Write accurately, effectively and
analytically about their reading, using
Standard English.
• Acquire and use a wide vocabulary,
including grammatical terminology, and
other literary and linguistic terms they
need to criticise and analyse what they
read.

Paper 2: Modern drama and Literary
Heritage
Coursework
60 marks
Internally assessed
Content overview
• Modern drama
• Literacy heritage text
Assessment overview
• One essay on Modern Drama text
• One essay on Literary Heritage text
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Weighting
40%

Mathematics
Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study Mathematics?

Foundation Tier (5-1)

Mathematics is a creative and highly
inter-connected discipline that has been
developed over centuries. It is essential to
everyday life, critical to science, technology
and engineering, and necessary for financial
literacy and most forms of employment. A
high quality mathematics education therefore
provides a foundation for understanding the
world, the ability to reason mathematically,
an appreciation of the beauty and power of
mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and
curiosity about the subject.

Written paper: 2 x 2 hour examinations
Each paper is 50% of the qualification
100 marks
Content overview
The foundation tier requires Pupils to demonstrate
application and understanding of the following:
• Number.
• Use numerical skills in a purely mathematical way and
in real-life situations.
• Algebra.
• Use letters as equivalent to numbers and as variables.
• Understand the distinction between expressions,
equations and formulae.
• Use algebra to set up and solve problems.
• Demonstrate manipulative skills.
• Construct and use graphs.
• Geometry.
• Use properties of angles.
• Understand a range of transformations.
• Work within the metric system.
• Understand ideas of space and shape.
• Use ruler, compasses and protractor appropriately.
• Statistics.
• Understand basic ideas of statistical averages.
• Use a range of statistical techniques.
• Use basic ideas of probability.

Course Overview
GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of
basic mathematical knowledge and skills,
grouped into four areas: Number, Algebra,
Geometry and Statistics.
Pupils will be assessed on their ability
to use skills, reason mathematically and
solve abstract problems. While studying
mathematics you will be expected to use
mathematical skills and knowledge to solve
problems.

Higher Tier (9-4)
Written paper: 2 x 2 hour examinations
Each paper is 50% of the qualification
100 marks
Content overview
At higher level, each paper will assess the full range of
targeted grades at Higher Tier (9–4) however questions will
assume knowledge from the Foundation Tier subject content.
Each paper will have approximately 40% of the marks
distributed evenly over grades 4 and 5 and approximately
60% of the marks distributed evenly over grades 6, 7, 8 and
9. Topics that appear in the higher tier include:

The IGCSE course will focus on:
• Tiers of entry that allow pupils to be
entered for the appropriate level.
• Questions designed to be accessible to
Pupils of all abilities within that tier.
• Papers that are balanced for topics and
difficulty.
• Standards that are equivalent to Edexcel’s
UK GCSE in Mathematics a solid basis for
Pupils wishing to progress to Edexcel AS
and ALevel, or equivalent qualifications.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Surds.
Set notation.
Standard form.
Calculations involving bounds.
Solving quadratics equations.
Rearranging formulae.
Using direct and inverse proportion.
Simultaneous equations.
Function notation.
Transformation of graphs.
Calculus.
Circle theorems.
Pythagoras theorem.
Trigonometry.
Vectors.
Histograms.
Cumulative frequency graphs.
Tree diagrams for probability.
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• Generate strategies to solve
mathematical and non-mathematical
problems by translating them into
mathematical processes.
• Interpret results in the context of the
given problem.
• Evaluate methods and results.

Assessment Detail
The final assessment is made up of two
calculator papers:
• 1F and 2F at Foundation level
• 3H and 4H at Higher level
To achieve a grade 8, 5 or 2, candidates
need to be confident at the following:

Grade 2

Grade 8

• Recall and use notation, terminology,
facts and definitions; perform routine
procedures, including some multi-step
procedures.
• Interpret and communicate basic
information; make deductions and use
reasoning to obtain results.
• Solve problems by translating simple
mathematical and non-mathematical
problems into mathematical processes.
• Provide basic evaluation of methods or
results.
• Interpret results in the context of the
given problem.
• There will be approximately 40% of
questions targeted at grades 5 and 4,
across the foundation and higher papers
to aid standardisation and comparability
of award between tiers.

• Perform procedures accurately.
• Interpret and communicate complex
information accurately.
• Make deductions and inferences and
draw conclusions.
• Construct substantial chains of
reasoning, including convincing
arguments and formal proofs.
• Generate efficient strategies to solve
complex mathematical and nonmathematical problems by translating
them into a series of mathematical
processes.
• Make and use connections, which may
not be immediately obvious, between
different parts of mathematics
• Interpret results in the context of the
given problem.
• Critically evaluate methods, arguments,
results and the assumptions made.

A formulae sheet will be included in all
examinations and a calculator may be used
however pupils will need to show how they
obtained their answers.

Grade 5
• Perform routine single and multi-step
procedures effectively by recalling,
applying and interpreting notation,
terminology, definitions and formulae.
• Interpret and communicate information
effectively.
• Make deductions, inferences and draw
conclusions.
• Construct chains of reasoning.

As a department we will assess each
individual child’s needs and following
discussions between the teacher and parent
we will decide the best tier to sit.
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Science: Double Award
Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Please also read the ‘Why study?’ for
Biology, Chemistry and Physics under
Science: Triple Award as this content also
applies to pupils choosing to study double
science.

Why Study Double Science?
Double science is the best option for pupils
who have a general interest in science as it
is a two-GCSE sized qualification covering
the three science disciplines of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.
Pupils will study all the same topic areas as
described in the scientific disciplines above,
however not in as much detail as Triple
Science, giving a broad understanding of
the three sciences.

Assessment Details
Paper 1
Written examination: 3 x 2 hour examinations
110 marks

Course Overview

Content overview

For the double science award pupils will
cover and be examined across the following
topics:

• Pupils will sit Paper 1 for each of the three science
disciplines, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
Assessment overview

Biology

• Pupils are awarded a grade based on their overall
performance across these three disciplines.
• A mixture of different question styles, including
multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions,
calculations and extended open-response questions.
• A calculator may be used in the examinations.

• Section 1: The nature and variety of living
organisms Section 2: Structures and
functions in living organisms Section 3:
Reproduction and inheritance
• Section 4: Ecology and the environment
Section 5: Use of biological resources
Chemistry
•
•
•
•

Section 1: Principles of chemistry
Section 2: Inorganic chemistry
Section 3: Physical chemistry
Section 4: Organic chemistry

Physics
• Section 1: Forces and motion Section 2:
Electricity
• Section 3: Waves
• Section 4: Energy resources and energy
transfer
• Section 5: Solids, liquids and gases
• Section 6: Magnetism and
electromagnetism Section 7:
Radioactivity and particles
• Section 8: Astrophysics
10
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Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study Triple Science?
Taking sciences separately at IGCSE level
will enable you to cover more content
and therefore be better prepared if you
want to take science A-levels. If you are
thinking about science-based degrees
at university and careers thereafter it is
definitely worth considering taking separate
science IGCSEs. Most top universities
prefer applicants for science subjects to
have taken the triple award option at IGCSE.
For double science you will work towards
gaining two GCSE’s broadly covering all
three disciplines, in the the triple award you
will have an increased focus and separate
GCSE examinations for each of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.

Please see following pages for course
details for each of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.

Suitability for following three separate
Sciences or following Double Award is
determined by performance at the end of
Year 9.

Course Overview
You will study all three sciences from the
separate disciplines of Biology, Chemistry
and Physics.
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Science: Triple Award
Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study Biology?

Why Study Chemistry?

Biology – the science that looks at the world
around us and at all living things.

Chemistry IGCSE will take you further into
this interesting and rewarding subject. This
means more experiments; more skills to
learn and more opportunity to look at the
way the substances and materials used
and abused in our modern day society are
created and destroyed.

Biology is exciting, fascinating and helps
us understand how the most interesting
organism in the world works – ourselves.
Course Overview
Studying Biology will give you an increased
understanding of environmental issues,
of health and disease and of the human
condition. We will extend the work to cover
material outside the syllabus into areas
such as dissection, genetics and advanced
microbiology in line with the interests of the
group.

Course Overview
You will be taking the knowledge and
skills you learn and applying them to new
situations involved in ‘living in the material
world’. We will extend the work to cover
areas outside the syllabus such as chemical
synthesis where Students try their hand at
creation of their own chemical compounds.

• Section 1: The nature and variety of living
organisms Section 2: Structures and
functions in living organisms Section 3:
Reproduction and inheritance
• Section 4: Ecology and the environment
• Section 5: Use of biological resources

•
•
•
•

Section 1: Principles of Chemistry
Section 2: Inorganic Chemistry
Section 3: Physical Chemistry
Section 4: Organic Chemistry

Assessment Details
Assessment
Details
Paper 1 - Chemistry

Paper 1 - Biology
Written examination: 2 hour examinations

Written examination: 2 hour examinations

110 marks

110 marks

Assessment overview

Assessment overview

A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and
extended open-response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations

A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and
extended open-response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations

Paper 2 - Biology

Paper 2 - Chemistry

Written examination: 1 hour examinations

Written examination: 1 hour examinations

70 marks

70 marks

Assessment overview

Assessment overview

A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and
extended open-response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations

A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and
extended open-response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations
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Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study Physics?

Paper 1 - Physics

In Physics you will be looking at an
extensive range of topics in order to gain an
understanding of the world around you.

Written examination: 2 hour examinations
110 marks
Assessment overview
A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and
extended open-response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations

Course Overview
The topics take you from the behaviour of
electrons in a conductor to an understanding
of the formation of stars and the evolution
of our Universe. There will be ample
opportunity to work on experiments that
illustrate the concepts.

Paper 2 - Physics
Written examination: 1 hour examinations
70 marks
Assessment overview

The course should enable you to make
informed contributions about the issues of
the day. We will extend the work to cover
material outside the syllabus into areas such
as Astronomy where we look more deeply
into the ideas concerning the structure of
stars and galaxies.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and
extended open-response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations

Section 1: Forces and motion
Section 2: Electricity
Section 3: Waves
Section 4: Energy resources and energy
transfer
Section 5: Solids, liquids and gases
Section 6: Magnetism and
electromagnetism
Section 7: Radioactivity and particles
Section 8: Astrophysics
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Art & Design: Fine Art
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
of seeing the world. They will use the visual
language of the subject sensitively and
thoughtfully to support their intentions.

Why Study Art?
You will have the opportunity to develop
skills, knowledge and understanding in art
and design. You will develop your ideas
and expand your creative thinking, develop
independent learning skills allowing you
to apply your thinking in a practical and
realistic way.

Assessment Detail
Overview
Coursework Portfolio
60%

This course will suit you if you:

Assessment overview

• Like to use different materials and
processes to develop your visual skills.
• Are creative, enthusiastic and
imaginative.
• Are willing to experiment and to take
risks when you are trying out your ideas.
• Are able to work independently and
like to visit art galleries and museums
to make your work more informed and
interesting.
• Like communicating your ideas, opinions
and addressing issues.

The portfolio will consist of a sustained project. It is made
up of more than one piece of art work and a candidate
must demonstrate to the examiner his/her ‘working
process’ (via sketches, notes, studies etc.) as well as the
final product or products.
In addition they must evaluate their art and make informed
connections with the work of professional artists and
designers, from the past or present.

Overview
Examination Portfolio: To be completed within 10 hours
40%
Assessment overview
The exam topic (a broad based thematic starting point
set by the examining board) is given to the candidate a
number of weeks prior to the actual exam in order that
preliminary studies can be carried out.

Course Overview
Pupils will be required to work in at least
one of the disciplines of painting, drawing,
printmaking and/or sculpture.
Fine art may be defined as work which is
produced as an outcome of the pupils’
personal experience, rather than that
which is created exclusively for a practical
function, or that which is the outcome of
a tightly prescribed brief. It is a means by
which ideas are explored, communicated
and, through visual information and enquiry,
translated into art outcomes.
Work produced for this endorsement will
demonstrate the use of formal elements
and creative skills, and give visual form to
individual thoughts, feelings, observations
and ideas. Pupils will show evidence of
trying to extend their own and others’ ways
14
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Astronomy
Exam Board: Edexcel, GCSE
Why Study Astronomy?

Assessment Detail

Most people are fascinated by the night
sky and are interested in stories about our
continuing exploration of our Solar System
and Universe.

Paper 1: Naked-eye Astronomy
Written examination:
1 hour 45 minutes
Assessment
Detail
50% of the qualification
100 marks
Content overview

The course will enable pupils to understand
our position in the Universe, the movements
of planets and stars, the cycles in the night
and daytime sky, and the way in which we
use technology to observe and interact with
space. Pupils will follow an incredible story
of how scientists, from ancient civilisations to
the modern day, have used their imagination
and carefully recorded visual measurement
to explore the Universe in which we live.

You will be assessed on the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Planet Earth
The Lunar Disc
The Earth-Moon-Sun system
Time and the Earth-Moon-Sun cycles
Solar System observation
Early models of the Solar System
Planetary motion and gravity

Assessment overview
A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations,
graphical and extended-open-response questions.

Course Overview

Paper 2: Telescopic Astronomy

Working both scientifically and
mathematically, the aims and objectives of
this qualification are to enable pupils to:

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
50% of the qualification
100 marks

• Understand the structures of the Earth,
Moon and Sun; and how their interactions
produce many of the astronomical cycles
and phenomena of our natural world.
• Understand the Earth’s place within the
Solar System and the universe; and the
forces, which have shaped both our own,
and other planetary systems.
• Understand the forces governing the
life cycles of stars; and demonstrate a
knowledge of how stars appear.
• Understand how astronomers discovered
the Earth’s position within our galaxy
• Apply observational, enquiry and
problem-solving skills, through the
use of information from astronomical
observations.
• Develop an informed interest in current
astronomical investigations, discoveries
and space exploration.

Content overview
You will be assessed on the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exploring the Moon
Solar astronomy
Exploring the Solar System
Formation of planetary systems
Exploring starlight
Our place in the Galaxy
Cosmology

Assessment overview
A mixture of different question styles, including multiplechoice questions, short-answer questions, calculations,
graphical and extended-open-response questions.
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Business Studies
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study Business Studies?

Assessment Detail

Throughout your business studies lessons,
you’ll develop a broad knowledge of
business operations as well as gaining
targeted skills in your specific field, such as
customers, markets, finance, operations,
strategy, business policy, communications
and IT.

Paper 1: Investigating Small Businesses
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
50% of the qualification
80 marks
Content overview
This paper will draw on topics taken from the whole of the
subject content. The question scenarios are based on a
small business - up to 49 employees.
Assessment overview

Course Overview

Examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of four
compulsory questions, each worth 20 marks making a
total of 80 in Paper 1. The sub-questions are a mixture of
multiple-choice, short-answer, data response, and openended questions.

Business studies will enable pupils to:
• Develop an interest in, and enjoyment of,
business subjects that will be sustained
in later life.
• Use relevant terminology, concepts and
methods effectively and recognise the
strengths and limitations of the ideas
used.
• Develop and apply their knowledge,
understanding and skills to current
issues in a wide range of appropriate
international and UK contexts.
• Use an enquiring, critical approach to
distinguish between facts and opinion
and evaluate.
• Use qualitative and quantitative data, to
help build arguments and make informed
judgements.
• Appreciate the range of different
stakeholder perspectives in relation to
business activities.
• Have an understanding of the
dynamics of business activity and the
related considerations of ethics and
sustainability in business.

Calculators may be used in the examination.
Paper 2: Investigating Large Businesses
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
50% of the qualification
80 marks
Content overview
This paper will draw on topics taken from the whole of the
subject content. The question scenarios are based on a
small business - up to 250 employees.
Assessment overview
Examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of four
compulsory questions, each worth 20 marks making a
total of 80 in Paper 2. The sub-questions are a mixture of
multiple-choice, short-answer, data response, and openended questions.
Calculators may be used in the examination.
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Assessment objectives

Weight

Knowledge

Recall, select and communicate
knowledge and understanding
of business terms, concepts and
issues.

28%

Application

Apply knowledge and
understanding using appropriate
business terms, concepts, theories
and calculations effectively in
specific contexts.

39%

Analysis

Select, organise and interpret
business information from sources
to investigate and analyse issues.

23%

Evaluation

Evaluate business information to
make reasoned judgements and
draw conclusions.

12%
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Citizenship
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study Citizenship?

Assessment Detail

Citizenship is an engaging and relevant
subject that widens pupils’ knowledge of
contemporary issues. It encourages them to
reflect on what makes them a ‘global citizen’,
and how their learning will develop their skills
and knowledge within their local and national
communities.

Overview
Written examination
2 hours and 30 minutes
100 marks
Content overview
The paper consists of three sections:
• Section A – citizenship community
action.
• Sections B and C – key questions
on four main themes; Politics and
Governance, Economic Development
and the Environment, Culture and
Community, Technology.
• Section D – synoptic essay.

Course Overview
Through the content studied and
assessment, pupils will engage in
responding to issues and take part in the
community project, which allows them
to ‘engage’ with global society. This will
enable them to take greater ownership and
responsibility of the community activity to
demonstrate active citizenship – improving
others’ societies as well as their own.
Key components:
• Global outlook: pupils will develop an
understanding of key changes affecting
societies across the world, enabling them
to have a global outlook and understand
diverse points of view. For pupils who are
internationally mobile, or wish to study
and work in fields that require a global
outlook, this qualification will support
them to become global citizens.
• Practical project: pupils will be required
to undertake a practical community
action project to enable them to apply
citizenship knowledge, understanding
and skills in real life.
• Transferable skills: the content is
organised around key themes:
Politics and Governance, Economic
Development and the Environment,
Culture and Community, and
Technology.
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Weighting
100%

Computer Science
Exam Board: Cambridge IGCSE
Why Study Computer Science?

Assessment Details

Computing is a field where it is almost
impossible to predict what will happen
next, however by studying it pupils are
given a strong grounding in the principles
of programming and an understanding of
how computers work in ‘the real world’.

Paper 1: Theory
Written examination: 1 Hour 45 minutes
60% of the qualification
75 marks

Paper 2: Problem-solving and Programming

Course Overview

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes

The aims and objectives of this qualification
are to enable pupils to:
•

•

•
•

40% of the qualification
50 marks

Understand and apply the fundamental
principles and concepts of computer
science, decomposition, logic,
algorithms, and data representation
Analyse problems in computational
terms through practical experience
of solving such problems, including
designing, writing and debugging
programs
Think creatively, innovatively,
analytically, logically and critically.
Understand the components that
make up digital systems, and how they
communicate with one another and with
other systems.

Syllabus Overview
The sylllabus is broken down into the following units:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Unit 1, Introduction to computer systems
Unit 2, Numbers, processors and operation systems
Unit 3, Data communications and networking
Unit 4, Data integrity and security
Unit 5, Binary logic
Unit 6, Practical problem solving - structure diagrams,
algorithms and flowcharts
Unit 7, Practical problem solving - psuedocode
Unit 8, Programming Conepts
Unit 9, Databases
Unit 10, Use of pre-release materials
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Drama
Exam Board: AQA, GCSE
Why Study Drama?

Assessment Details
Component 1:

Drama is an exciting, creative and
challenging course that reflects the practical
and analytical nature of the subject which
provides students the opportunity to:

Written examination: 1 Hour 45 minutes

Weighting
40%

Content overview
• Knowledge and understanding of drama
and theatre.
• Practical exploration and study of one
complete performance text.
• Practical exploration and study of one
complete performance text.

• Advance their imagination, creative,
cognitive and social skills.
• Further, stimulate their interest and
understanding of Drama as a creative art
form.

Assessment overview
Section A: Theatre roles and terminology.
• Multiple choice questions (4 marks).
Section B: Study of a set play (clean playtext
can be brought into the exam).
• Four questions on a given extract from the
set play chosen (44 marks)
Section C: Live Theatre production.
• One question (from a choice) on the work
of theatre makers in a single live theatre
production (32 marks).

• Explore the social and cultural influence
Drama can have.
• Develop self-confidence, communication
skills and an awareness of the needs of
others.
Course Overview
Through the course, students will develop
their knowledge and understanding of:

Component 2: Devising Drama

• A wide range of different styles, genres and
key practitioners of Drama.

Content overview

Weighting
40%

• Create and develop a devised piece from
a stimulus.
• Performance of devised drama or design
realisation for this performance.
• Analysis and evaluation of own devising
process and performance.

• The ways in which performers
communicate meaning to an audience.
• A range of theatre conventions and Drama
terminology.

Assessment overview
There are two parts to the assessment:
1. A devising log covering:
• Response to stimulus (20 marks)
• Development and collaboration (20 marks)
• Analysis and evaluation (20 marks)
2. A devised performance/ design
realisation (20 marks)

• Roles & processes undertaken in
contemporary professional theatre.
• How plays are constructed and realised.
• How to create, interpret and communicate a
character/role.

Component 3: Texts in practice

• Drama within its social, cultural, and
historical contexts, and establish how this
might impact on a performance.

Weighting
20%

Content overview
• Performance of two extracts from one
play ( students may contribute as a
performaer or a designer)
• Centre choice of performance text.

There will be opportunity for students to go
on various theatre trips. There is also an
expectation that students will attend extra
rehearsals when preparing for performance
assessments.

Assessment overview
• Externally assesed by a visiting examiner.
• Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks)
• Performance of Extract 2 (20 marks)
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Design & Technology
Exam Board: Cambridge, IGCSE
Why Study Design & Techonlogy?

Assessment Details

• Develop creative thinking in areas
relevant to design and technology.
• Apply problem solving skills to practical
and technological problems.
• Develop communication skills central to
design, realisation and evaluation.
• Develop skills in research and
investigation.
• Design and make products, taking into
consideration sustainability and the wider
impact on society.
• Develop the ability to make aesthetic,
economic, ethical and technical value
judgements.

All candidates take three components.
Candidates must take paper 1 and
Component 2 plus one from Paper 3, Paper
4 or Paper 5.
Paper 1: Product Design
Written/ Drawing examination: 1 Hour 15 minutes
50 marks
• Questions will be based on the common content:
Product Design.
• Answer One question.
• Written/ drawing paper.
• Externally assessed.

Component 2: Project
100 marks

Common content - study all topics:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

50%

• School based assessment.
• Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Course Overview
•
•
•
•

25%

Paper 3: Resistant Materials

Observe need/ requirement.
Health and safety.
Design brief/ specification.
Initiation and development of ideas and
recording data.
Identification/ research.
Communication of design ideas
Generation of possible ideas.
Use of technology in design and making.
Selection/ organisation.
Design and technology in society.
Evaluation.
Practical design application.
Implementation and realisation
Environment and sustainability.
Control.

Written examination: 1 hour

25%

50 marks
• Questions will be based on the Specialist option and
the Common content.
• Section A - answer all questions.
• Section B - answer one question.
• Externally assessed.
Paper 4: Systems & Control
Written examination: 1 hour

25%

50 marks
• Questions will be based on the Specialist option and
the Common content.
• Section A - answer all questions.
• Section B - answer one question.
• Externally assessed.
Paper 5: Graphic Products
Written examination: 1 hour

25%

50 marks

Specialist option content - studys topics from
one specialist option:

• Questions will be based on the Specialist option and
the Common content.
• Section A - answer all questions.
• Section B - answer one question.
• Externally assessed.

• Resistant Materials
• Systems and Control
• Graphic Products
20
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Food and Nutrition
Exam Board: Cambridge IGCSE Food and Nutrition

• Reasons for cooking food. Sensory
properties of food (flavour, taste, texture).
• Effect of dry and moist heat on proteins,
fats and oils, sugars and starches, and
vitamins to include.
• Preparation and cooking of food to
preserve nutritive value.
• Economical use of food, equipment, fuel
and labour.
• Basic proportions and methods of
making Biscuits, cookies, scones and
cakes made by creaming, melting, one
stage, rubbing-in and whisking methods.
Pastries – shortcrust, flaky and rough
puff. Sauces – pouring and coating;
roux and blended methods. Batters –
thin (pouring) and coating. Sweet and
savoury yeast products.

Why Study Food and Nutrition?
• Food education provides a life skill to
enable pupils to cook healthy, balanced
meals for themselves and their family.
• Enjoyable, creative and practical.
• Teaches valuable transferable skills
including research, development,
evaluation and realisation of ideas as well
as planning, team work, problem solving
and communication.
• It reinforces cross curricular links with
Science and Mathematics.
• Further education providers look for
pupil’s top 6 GCSEs (including Maths
and English) regardless of the subject
choice. Choosing a Food qualification
carries equal waiting to more traditional
subjects.
• Industry trips to gain a deeper insight
into food preparation and nutrition.

Assessment Detail
Component

Course Overview

Examination 1: Theory

Food and Nutrition will allow pupils to
understand:
• The terms used in nutrition and nutritionrelated problems.
• The sources and functions of: proteins,
carbohydrates, fats, vitamins, water,
sources and uses of food energy.
• Digestion and absorption at each stage
of the digestive system.
• Meal planning and dietary guidelines for
different life stages, nutritional needs and
diet choices and for special occasions
and celebrations.
• Cooking of food: Principles involved
in the different methods of cooking,
baking, boiling, braising, frying, grilling,
poaching, pressure cooking, roasting,
simmering, steaming and stewing.

Weighting
50%

2 hours
100 marks
Written paper consisting of short-answer
questions, structured questions and openended essay questions.
Examination 2: Practical
2 hours 30 minutes with Planning Session of
1 hour 30 minutes
100 marks
Candidates have a Planning Session of
1 hour 30 minutes one week before the
Practical Test of 2 hours 30 minutes
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50%

Dance
Exam Board: AQA GCSE Dance
Why Study Dance?

Assessment Details

Dance is a powerful and an expressive
subject which encourages pupils to develop
their creative, physical, emotional and
intellectual capacity, whatever their previous
experience in the subject.

Unit 1: Performance and Choreography
Performance: 40 marks

30%

Choreography: 40 marks

30%

Non - exam assessment marked by the centre, and
moderated by the AQA.

Course Overview
Dance GCSE will allow pupils to:

Unit 2: Dance Appreciation

• Gives pupils confidence to present
themselves in front of others, to be seen
and not to hide and to show people what
they can do.
• Gain problem solving skills by working
out how to create movement that fits a
theme.
• Gives pupils leadership skills,
communication skills and design skills.
• Develop decision making skills through
individual and collaborative working.
• Set phrases through a solo performance
• Duet/ trio perfromance.
• Solo or group choreography.
• Knowledge and understanding
of choreographic processes and
performing skills.
• Critical appreciation of own work.
• Critical appreciation of professional
works.

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks
Assessment overview
• The examination paper will be a question and answer
booklet and all questions are compulsory.
• The examination paper will consist of multiple-choice,
short-answer and extended-writing questions.
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English as an Additional
Language (EAL)
Exam Board: Cambridge, iGCSE
Why Study EAL?

Assessment Details

English as an Additional Language is
designed for learners whose first language
is not English. These learners already have a
working knowledge of the English language
and want to consolidate their understanding
in order to progress in their academic or
professional career.

Component
Component 1: Reading and Writing

Weighting
60%

Six excercises testing a range of reading and
writing skills.
Component 2: Listening

20%

Candidates listen to several short extracts
and longer texts, and complete a range
of task types, including short - answer
questions, gap filling, matching, multiple
choice and note taking.

Course Overview
The course offers learners the opportunity to
gain lifelong skills and knowledge by:

Component 3: Speaking
Six excercises testing a range of reading and
writing skills.

• developing the learners’ ability to use
English effectively for the purpose of
practical communication
• forming a solid foundation for the skills
required for further study or employment
using English as the medium
• developing the learners’ awareness
of the nature of the language and
language-learning skills
• promoting learners’ personal
development
The syllabus balances a thorough
knowledge and understanding of the subject
and helps to develop the skills learners need
for their next steps. The course typically runs
over 2 years - in Year 10 and Year 11, with
the examination at the end of the course.

23

20%

Economics
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study Economics?

Assessment Details

The course is designed to give pupils a
sound understanding of economics, and
the ability to use knowledge, skills and
understanding appropriately in the context of
individual countries and the global economy.

Overview
Written examination
2 hours and 30 minutes
100 marks
Content overview
There are four areas of subject content.
Pupils are required to study all four areas.
1. The Market System
• Demand and supply
• The role of the market in solving
the economic problem
• The labour market
2. Business Economics
• Production
• Competition
• Public and private sectors
3. Government and the Economy
• Macroeconomic objectives
• Policies
• Relationship between objectives
and policies
4. The Global Economy
• Globalisation
• International trade
• Exchange rates

Course Overview
The Economics qualification enables pupils
to:
•

•

•

•

•

Develop an understanding of economic
concepts and apply these concepts to
real-life situations.
Interpret and evaluate economic data in
order to make reasoned arguments and
informed judgements.
Develop an awareness of economic
change and its impact on developing
and developed economies.
Understand economic issues, problems
and possible solutions that affect mixed
economies.
Participate effectively in society as
citizens, producers and consumers.
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French
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study French?

Topic areas:
All questions will be set in the context of
the following topic areas. These will enable
pupils to focus on appropriate vocabulary.

IGCSE French enables pupils to develop
their language skills in a variety of topics.
By the end of the two -year course, pupils
will be able to speak with spontaneity and
intonation, understand a range of authentic
texts, provide detailed information and
express their opinions with justifications.

• Topic area A: Home and abroad.
• Topic area B: Education and
employment.
• Topic area C: House, home and daily
routines.
• Topic area D: The modern world and the
environment.
• Topic area E: Social activities, fitness and
health.

Course Overview
The qualification requires pupils to develop
their knowledge of vocabulary and structures
in a range of settings which:

Assessment Details

• Are of relevance and interest to the
student.
• Correspond to the pupils level of
maturity.
• Reflect, and are appropriate to, the
culture of countries and communities
where the French language is spoken.

Component
Examination 1: Listening

Weighting
25%

40 minutes
50 marks
Examination 2: Reading and Writing

50%

1 hour 30 minutes

Skills:
This qualification gives pupils the opportunity
to:

60 marks (30 for Reading and 30 for Writing)
Examination 3: Speaking
10 minutes

• Develop their ability to listen to and
understand the spoken French language
in a range of contexts and a variety of
styles.
• Read and respond to different types of
written language.
• Communicate in writing.
• Understand and apply a range of
vocabulary and structures.
• Develop effective language learning and
communication skills.
• Communicate in speech for different
purposes.

40 marks

25

25%

Geography
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Fieldwork and enquiry skills should include:
• Pre-fieldwork planning - designing
a fieldwork investigation, as per the
qualification content.

Why Study Geography?
We live in the world, are part of world
events and are affected by environmental,
geological and socio- economic events.
Studying geography is vital so that pupils
can understand what is happening around
them and so that they can recognise the part
that they play in living sustainably.

• Primary field skills – undertaking a field
investigation; the need for sampling, data
collection and recording techniques.
• Presentation, analysis, conclusions and
evaluation skills.

Geographers are vital members of society,
providing key analytical skills along with
the ability to bring together diverse ideas
and communicate conclusions clearly.
As a result, Geographers are well suited
to a broad range of careers. Most jobs
require research, problem- solving and
communication; therefore, Geographers are
highly employable.

Section D – Global Issues
Complete one of the three topics:
• Fragile environments.
• Globalisation and migration.
• Development and human welfare.
Assessment Details
Component

Course Overview

Examination paper

The International GCSE has four sections.
Sections A, B and D contain optional topics
and Section C draws on the practical
geographical enquiry skills that underpin the
study of Sections A and B.
Section A – The Natural Environment
Complete two of the three topics:
• River environments.
• Coastal environments.
• Hazardous environments.

3 hours
180 marks
Assessment overview
The single tier of entry will contain a variety
of question types, such as multiple choice
questions, short and extended answer
questions, graphical and data questions and
practical enquiry questions.
• The paper will be a question and answer
booklet and candidates have to answer:
• Two questions from a choice of three in
Section A.
• Two questions from a choice of three in
Section B.
• Two questions; one question from a
choice of two related to Topics 1 to 3
and one question from a choice of two
related to Topics 4 to 6 in Section C
one question from a choice of three in
Section D.
• Each question in Sections A, B and C
is worth 25 marks; each question in
Section D is worth 30 marks.

Section B – People and their Environments
Complete two of the three topics:
• Economic activity and energy.
• Ecosystems and rural environments.
• Urban environments.
Section C – Practical Geographical Enquiry
The development of practical geographical
enquiry skills related to the investigation of
each selected topic from Sections A and B.
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German
Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study German?

Component

German is one of the most widely spoken
languages in Europe, and over 200 million
people worldwide speak it. Germany itself
is the fourth largest economy in the world as
well as being the second largest exporter
in the world. It is always at the forefront
of innovation and will be a key player in
the world economy of the 21st century.
Germany itself is also historically one of the
most important countries in Europe, and its
language, culture and society has influenced
the development of other societies around
the world.

Examination 1: Listening

Weighting
25%

Foundation tier: 25 minutes + 5 minutes
reading time
Higher tier: 35 minutes + 5 minutes reading
time
40 marks
Examination 2: Speaking

25%

4 - 6 minutes
60 marks
Examination 3: Reading

25%

Foundation tier: 35 minutes
Higher tier: 50 minutes
40 marks

Assessment Details
Examination 4: Writing

Course Overview

Two one hour assessments

Choice of pathways, general, mixed or
vocational, enabling personalised learning.

60 marks

• Choice of focus in controlled speaking
and writing assessments.
• Choice of tiers in reading and listening
papers.
• Outcome-based assessment in speaking
and writing.
German will enable pupils to gain:
• An understanding of German in a variety
of contexts.
• A knowledge of German vocabulary and
structures.
• Transferable language learning skills.
• The ability to communicate effectively in
German.
• Awareness and understanding of
countries and communities where
German is spoken.
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History
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study History?

Assessment Details

History should be studied due to a passion
for learning about events and people in
the past. However, it also teaches valuable
transferable skills, meaning that those with
History at A Level and Degree level are
highly regarded by employers. Many pupils
who study History at A Level go on to study
research-based degrees, including History,
Politics, Economics, Law and Journalism,
which all require the candidate to formulate
an argument, essay or speech using wideranging evidence. History is also highly
regarded in Science and many pupils go on
to study Medicine.

Paper 1: Depth Studies
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
50% of the qualification
50 marks
Content overview
Pupils must study at least two depth studies from the
following.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The French Revolution, c1780–99
Development of a nation: unification of Italy, 1848–70
Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918–45
Colonial rule and the nationalist challenge in India,
1919–47
Dictatorship and conflict in the USSR, 1924–53
A world divided: superpower relations, 1943–72
A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945–74
South Africa: from union to the end of apartheid,
1948–94

Assessment overview

Course Overview

Pupils are assessed through an examination based on their
selected depth studies. Pupils answer two questions, one
on each of the depth studies they have studied.

The aims and objectives of this qualification
are to enable pupils to:
• Develop and extend their knowledge and
understanding of specified key events,
periods and societies in history; and of
the wide diversity of human experience.
• Engage in historical enquiry to develop
as independent learners and as critical
and reflective thinkers.
• Develop the ability to ask relevant
questions about the past, to investigate
issues critically and to make valid
historical claims by using a range of
sources in their historical context.
• Develop an awareness that different
people, events and developments have
been accorded historical significance
and how and why different interpretations
have been constructed about them.
• Organise and communicate their
historical knowledge and understanding
in different ways and reach substantiated
conclusions.

Paper 2: Investigation and Breadth Studies
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
50% of the qualification
50 marks
Content overview
Pupils must study at least one depth study from the
following.
•
•
•
•
•

The origins and course of the First World War, 1905–18
Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905–24
The USA, 1918–41
The Vietnam Conflict, 1945–75
East Germany, 1958–90

Pupils must study one breadth study from the following.
•
•
•
•
•

America: from new nation to divided union, 1783–1877
Changes in medicine, c1848–c1948
Japan in transformation, 1853–1945
China: conflict, crisis and change, 1900–89
The changing role of international organisations: the
league and the UN, 1919–c2011
• The changing nature of warfare and international
conflict, 1919–2011
• The Middle East: conflict, crisis and change, 1919–2012
Assessment overview
Pupils are assessed through an examination based on their
selected depth studies. Pupils answer two questions, one
on each of the depth studies they have studied.
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ICT
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study ICT (Information and
Communication Technology)?
ICT develops important skills in pupils, such
as data handling, which are transferable
and useful for a wide range of jobs. In an
increasingly digital world, it provides pupils
with every opportunity to learn skills that will
enable them to thrive.

Paper 1: Written paper
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
50% of the qualification

Assessment Detail
100 marks

Content overview
Pupils must study all of the following topics:
•
•
•
•

Course Overview

Topic 1: Digital Devices
Topic 2: Connectivity
Topic 3: Operating Online
Topic 4: Online Goods and Services

Assessment overview

The course has been designed to meet pupil
needs in the following ways:

• Written paper lasting one hour, 30 minutes.
• Externally assessed.
• The examination is comprised of a mixture of multiple
choice, short and long answer questions.

• Developing confident and competent
ICT users - this qualification provides
pupils with the opportunity of operating
confidently in today’s digital world. It is
a useful, practical qualification which
will provide the skills needed in further
education and work.
• Providing pupils with relevant and
transferable skills - pupils will learn
about topics ranging from digital devices
and connectivity, safe and responsible
practice and understand the impact of
internet on the way that organisations do
business. They will also be encouraged
to practice using software applications
effectively.

Paper 2: Practical paper
Practical examination: 3 hour
50% of the qualification
100 marks
Content overview
Pupils must study both of the following topics:
• Topic 5: Applying ICT
• Topic 6: Software Skills
Assessment overview
• Pupils will be assessed through a practical three hour
examination.
• The examination window takes place during one week
during May or June.
• The examination comprises of one practical
assignment from a choice of two.
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Mandarin
Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study Mandarin?
GCSE Chinese (Mandarin) helps students
develop their Mandarin language skills
in a variety of contexts and a broad
understanding of the culture of countries and
communities where Mandarin is spoken. It
encourages enjoyment of language learning
and the recognition that language skills
enable students to take their place in a multilingual global society.

Assessment Details
Component
Paper 1: Listening

Weighting
25%

40 minutes
50 marks
Paper 2: Reading and Writing

50%

1 hour 30 minutes
50 marks (30 for Reading and 30 for Writing)
Speaking Examination

Course Overview

10 minutes
40 marks

This qualification enables pupils to:
• Develop understanding and use of
written forms of the target language, in a
range of familiar and practical contexts,
and for a variety of purposes.
• Develop understanding and use of the
spoken forms of the target language, in a
range of familiar and practical contexts,
and for a variety of purposes.
• Develop the ability to communicate
effectively in the target language through
the written word, using a range of
vocabulary and structures.
• Develop the ability to communicate
effectively in the target language through
speaking, using a range of vocabulary
and structures.
• Develop a knowledge and understanding
of the target language grammar and its
practical application.
• Develop a knowledge and understanding
of countries and communities where the
target language is spoken.
• Develop positive attitudes towards
modern foreign language learning
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Music
Exam Board: OCR GCSE
Why Study Music?

Assessment Details
Component 1: Integrated Portfolio

In the first instance, take GCSE music if you
enjoy making music and would like to know
more about music and your instrument. In
terms of the bigger picture, employers like
to see a subject like music on a CV. Such a
qualification proves that an individual:

30% of the qualification
60 marks
Content overview
• Performance on the learner’s chosen instrument.
• Composition to a brief set by the learner

• Is imaginative/creative;
• Has a good level of self-discipline and
tenacity;
• Is motivated to work alone and/or with
others;
• Can problem solve; and is able to
perform under pressure.

Component 2: Practical component
30% of the qualification
60 marks
Content overview
• Ensemble performance
• Composition to an OCR

Course Overview

Component 3: Listening and Appraising

Topics to be study are broad and wideranging The Concerto through time Rhythms
of the world, film music and conventions of
pop (including music theatre). Pupils will:
• Learn how to read and write music for
their instrument/voice. For some, this will
be the basics; for others, advanced skills
will be taught – such as score reading,
analysis and notation software.
• Develop their instrumental and/or
singing skills. (Advanced students
will learn how to develop their own
distinctive interpretations of music. Noninstrumentalists will be taught new skills
at an instrument of their choice).
• Play with others in an ensemble context;
and learn how to use Music Technology;
this will be a key resource and will be
used as a tool for research and musical
composition.
• You do not have to be an experienced
instrumentalist to take GCSE music. All
that is required is a love of music and
a willingness to learn and develop new
skills.

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
40% of the qualification
80 marks
Content overview
• Aural recognition and context unheard/unfamiliar music
from within the Areas of Study 2,3,4 &5.

Assessment Overview
The total length of performance required in component 1
or 2 and 3 or 4 combined is a minimum of four minutes with
at least one minute as part of an ensemble. Learners can
perform several short pieces for either or both components.
Areas of Study:
1 - My Music
2 - The Concerto Through Time
3 - Rhythms of the World
4 - Film Music
5 - Conventions of Pop
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Photography
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study Photography?
Photography may be defined as the creative
journey through the process of lens and
light-based media. This could include work
created using film, video, digital imaging or
light sensitive materials.

Assessment Details
Component 1: Personal Portfolio
Coursework
Assessment
Details
60% of the qualification
72 marks
Content overview

Course Overview
With the developments of new affordable
lens-based technologies, pupils should
attempt to use the photographic mediums
to explore and create a body of work, which
develops and refines both the process and
the concept.

Work must demonstrate integrated knowledge,
understanding and skills. Work is not limited to one area of
study and students could develop work in at least one of
the following areas of study.
• Documentary photography
• Photo-journalism
• Studio photography
• Location photography
• Experimental imagery
Assessment overview

Pupils will also understand that Photography
practitioners may work to client commissions
within a commercial photography studio, or
work as freelance photographers.

• Pupils work must comprise supporting studies and
personal response(s).
• Pupils work must show evidence of all four Assessment
Objectives

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment

• Portraiture
• Landscape photography (working from
the built or natural environment).
• Still Life photography, (working from
natural or manufactured objects).
• Documentary photography, photo
journalism, narrative photography,
reportage
• Fine Art photography, photographic
installation
• Photography involving a moving image,
(television, film and animation).
• New media practice such as computer
manipulated photography and
photographic projections.

Assignment - 10 hours
40% of the qualification
72 marks
Content overview
The Externally Set Assignment (ESA) represents the
culmination of the GCSE course as it draws together all
the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in
Component 1.
Assessment overview
During the 10-hour period of sustained focus under
examination conditions, pupils will work unaided to produce
personal response(s), with reference to their preparatory
studies, in response to the ESA broad-based thematic
starting point.

Some areas of study may also be relevant
to other endorsements; animation and film
methods within Photography: lens-based
and light-based media can be used for a
variety of purposes and needs dependent
on the requirements of the project
undertaken.
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Sports Science
Exam Board: Cambridge IGCSE PE
Why Study Sports Science?

Categories

PE iGCSE allows the opportunity to study
both the practical and theoretical aspects
of physical education. It is designed to
encourage enjoyment in physical activity
by providing learners with an opportunity
to take part in a range of physical activities
and develop an understanding of effective
and safe physical performance. This helps
learners to develop an appreciation of
the necessity for sound understanding of
the principles, practices and training that
underpin improved performance, better
health and well-being.
PE offers the opportunity to develop
resilience, team work and healthy habits
for life as well as improving skills and
techniques. It provides a grounding for
studying Science - based subjects in the
future such as A-level Biology, Sports
Science, Psychology or Physics.

Candidates will study all of the following
topics:
1: Anatomy and physiology
2: Health, fitness and training
3: Skill acquisition and psychology
4: Social, cultural and ethical influences
Candidates will also undertake four different
physical activities chosen from at least two of
the seven categories listed.
Assessment Detail
Component
Paper 1: Theory

Weighting
50%

1 hour 45 minutes
Candidates answer all questions. 100 marks
Externally assessed
Component 2: Coursework

Games

• Association
Football
• Badminton
• Baseball.
Rounders or
Softball
• Basketball
• Cricket
• Golf
• Handball
• Hockey

Gymnastic
Activities

• Artistic Gymnastics
or Rythmic
Gymnastics
• Individual Figure
Skating
• Trampolining

Dance Activities

• Dance

Athletic
Activities

• Cross-Country
Running
• Cycling
• Rowing and
Sculling
• Track and Field
Athletics
• Weight Training for
Fitness

Categories

Course Overview

50%

Candidates undertake four physical activities
from at least two of the seven categories listed.
Internally assessed/externally moderated.
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Physical activities

Physical activities

Outdoor and
Adventurous
Activities

• Canoeing
• Hill Walking or
Orienteering
• Horse RIding
• Mountain Biking
• Rock Climbing
• Sailing
• Kiing or
Snowboarding
• Windsurfing

Swimming

• Competitive
Swimming
• Life Saving or
Personal Survival
• Water Polo

Combat
Activities

• Judo or
Taekwondo

•
•
•
•
•

Lacrosse
Netball
Rugby
Squash
Table
Tennis
• Tennis
• Volleyball
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Religious Studies
Exam Board: Edexcel IGCSE
Why Study Religious Studies?

Assessment Details

Studying this course will help you to increase
your understanding of yourself and others.
It will help you understand the world of
your experience, and the world beyond it.
It will achieve this by teaching you to think
for yourself rather than simply to think what
society dictates you should think.

Overview
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
100% of the qualification
130 marks
Content overview
• Part 1: Beliefs and Values
• Part 2: The Religious Community

This course will show you how to argue
rationally and to seek the truth. It will show
you how to use logic and reason to decide
the true path of your life. It will show you
what is right and wrong and why they are so.
It will show you that things are not as they
seem, and why people behave as they do.

Assessment overview
• Pupils answer one question from each of the four
sections in Part 1, and any two questions from Part 2.
• Part 1: Beliefs and Values comprises 62% of the
examination. Pupils answer one question from each
of the four sections. There are 20 marks available for
each question.
• Pupils should spend approximately 1 hour and 30
minutes on Part 1.
• Part 2: The Religious Community comprises 38% of
the examination. Pupils answer any two questions from
a choice of 18. There are 25 marks available for each
question.

Course Overview
This Edexcel International GCSE in Religious
Studies requires students to:
• Acquire knowledge and develop
understanding of religious beliefs, values
and traditions, through the study of one
or more religion(s).
• Acquire knowledge and develop
understanding of key religious ideas
which are not specific to any one religion.
• Acquire knowledge and develop.
understanding of non-religious beliefs
and values.
• Consider the influence of religious
beliefs, values and traditions and of nonreligious beliefs and values.
• Consider religious and non-religious
responses to ethical issues.
• Identify, investigate and respond to
fundamental questions of life raised by
religion and human experience, including
questions about the meaning and
purpose of life develop skills relevant to
the study of religion.
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Spanish
Exam Board: Edexcel, IGCSE
Why Study Spanish?

Topic areas:
All questions will be set in the context of
the following topic areas. These will enable
pupils to focus on appropriate vocabulary.

IGCSE Spanish enables pupils to develop
their language skills in a variety of topics.
By the end of the two -year course, pupils
will be able to speak with spontaneity and
intonation, understand a range of authentic
texts, provide detailed information and
express their opinions with justifications.

• Topic area A: Home and abroad.
• Topic area B: Education and
employment.
• Topic area C: House, home and daily
routines.
• Topic area D: The modern world and the
environment.
• Topic area E: Social activities, fitness and
health.

Course Overview
The qualification requires pupils to develop
their knowledge of vocabulary and structures
in a range of settings which:

Assessment Details

• Are of relevance and interest to the
student.
• Correspond to the pupils level of
maturity.
• Reflect, and are appropriate to, the
culture of countries and communities
where the Spanish language is spoken.

Component
Examination 1: Listening

Weighting
25%

40 minutes
50 marks
Examination 2: Reading and Writing

50%

1 hour 30 minutes

Skills:
This qualification gives pupils the opportunity
to:

60 marks (30 for Reading and 30 for Writing)
Examination 3: Speaking
10 minutes
40 marks

• Develop their ability to listen to and
understand the spoken Spanish
language in a range of contexts and a
variety of styles.
• Read and respond to different types of
written language.
• Communicate in writing.
• Understand and apply a range of
vocabulary and structures.
• Develop effective language learning and
communication skills.
• Communicate in speech for different
purposes.
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